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Lent at St Peter’s 
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, is 
only ten days away now and traditionally many 
Christians around the world have used this period to 
prepare for Easter with a dose of spiritual spring 
cleaning.  Some give up well loved luxuries as an act of 

discipline, or to give the money saved to a worthwhile cause.  
I must admit that I am not very good at giving things up, although Caroline and I are 
managing to have two alcohol free days a week, as recommended by many doctors 
at the turn of the year.  But, when it comes to Lent, I try to take on something that 
might improve my spiritual health.  One year I set aside time to read through a 
whole Gospel in a single sitting each week, which was a great change from hearing 
small chunks in church or through my normal daily readings.  Another year I found 
it helpful to keep a journal during Lent – I did this on a laptop rather than write it in 
a book (anyone who has seen my handwriting will know why!). 
This Lent is very special for those of us at St Peter’s.  Not only do we need to 
prepare ourselves to hear and respond afresh to the Easter Gospel message, but 
before the school holidays are over, we will have a 
new vicar in place.  So may I encourage you to 
think carefully about how God might be calling 
you to mark this special season in the church year.  
Details of the Lent programme are flagged up in 
this weekly sheet and it starts with a special 
Communion service including symbolic ashing on 
Wednesday 10th February at 6.00 pm. 

Tim Hurren (interim minister) 

Today we welcome members of the local Jewish community and 
our civic leaders to our Holocaust Memorial Service at 11:00 am, 
dedicated to the remembrance of those who suffered in The 
Holocaust and in all subsequent genocides. 



Saint Brigid of Ireland 
Brigid is one of Ireland’s patron saints, along with 
Patrick and Columba.  She is the founder of the first 
Irish convent in Kildare.  Born in Dundalk in about 
450, St Brigid is accredited with first creating the 
unique cross that bears her name, this is the story: 
St. Brigid went to visit a dying pagan chieftain.  As 
she sat near his bed, she picked up some rushes that 
were covering the floor and began weaving a cross.  
He asked her what she was doing and, in explaining, 
she told him about Christ and the meaning of the 
cross.  He came to faith and was baptized. 
Since that day, it has been customary on the eve of her Feast Day (1st February) in 
Ireland to weave a St Brigid Cross of straw or rushes and place it inside the house 
over the door. 

Candlemas 
This ancient festival marks the midpoint of 
Winter, halfway between the shortest day and 
the Spring Equinox, and is celebrated on 2nd 
February.  Candlemas for Christians 
commemorates two Jewish rituals – the 
purification of Mary forty days after the birth 
of her son and the presentation of her baby, 

Jesus, to God in the Temple at Jerusalem.  The Gospel of Luke says that Jesus and 
his family were met at the temple by Simeon, who held the baby and called him a 
Light to the World.  These words may be familiar as the Nunc Dimittus, used as a 
canticle in our liturgy, especially at Compline and Evensong: 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.  For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people; to be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 

Next Sunday 7th February is TICTAC Sunday – Tins In 
Church; Tins At Church.  St Peter’s gives out food parcels 
every day to those in need.  Please, when you do your 
shopping this week, remember to pick up an extra tin or 
two to bring to Church next week. 

Bishop James’ Visit 
James, Bishop of Knaresborough, will be preaching at both 
the 9:30 and 11:00 am services next week, Sunday 7th 
February.  He will, of course, also be with us at 6:30 pm on 
Sunday 28th February for the Confirmation. 



 
 

Everyone is most warmly welcome to join one our Lent Groups this year, where we 
will be exploring the subject of Prayer, using an excellent resource called Life 
Source on Prayer by Robert Warren and Kate Bruce.  The details for each group are 
listed here: 
 

Friday Morning Lent Group (Pilgrimage and Prayer) meets weekly starting on 
Friday 12th February, 10:00 - 11:45 am in the Undercroft in Church.  Please contact 
Christine Jack on 07792 192167 for further details. 
Almsford End House Group meets on Thursdays - 11th and 25th February, 10th 
March and a social on 31st March, from 8:00 ς 9:15pm, at 1 Almsford End.  Please 
contact Helen Stalker on 07894 893091 for further details. 
Cold Bath Road Area Cell Group meets weekly on Wednesdays from 10th February 
at 7:00 pm (note the first meeting will start in Church at the Ash Wednesday service 
and ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ at п {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ).  Please contact 
Hannah Beck on 07503 186455 for further details. 
Tuesday House Group meets fortnightly from 9th February, 7:30 ς 9:15 pm at Sheila 
ŀƴŘ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ Ƙouse, 10 Springfield Avenue.  Please call Tessa on 504283 for further 
details (space for just one more person). 
The SALT (Sharing And Learning Together) Task Group are also arranging a School 
of Prayer Workshop which will include short talks on Silent Prayer, Healing Prayer 
and Creative Prayer, with opportunities to have a go, this will conclude with a short 
time of worship, lunch is included.  The date is Saturday 19th March in the Brostoff 
Hall, 11:00 am ς 2:00 pm.  Please put this in your diaries, everyone is most 
welcome. 
 

And lastly, there will be Lent and Easter books available to buy after our Sunday 
services on 7th and 13th February, please take the opportunity to browse and 
purchase if you see anything you like. 
Many thanks, 

Sarah Martin (0791 325 9490)  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At the 9:30 Service we offer prayer with laying on of hands.  If 
you would like this ministry, please come up to receive the 
bread and wine (or a blessing) in St Mary’s Chapel and wait 
behind in the pews there. 

Today's Services: 31st January 2016 
Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

Candlemas 
 

8:30   Holy Communion  
 

9:30   Family Communion 
There is Sunday School today and Little Lights is in the Gallery, where parents are welcome to 
take younger children to play with the toys, but will still be able to see and hear what is going 

on in Church! 

Hymns  28, 194, 377, 544 
Readings  Hebrews 2 v 14 to end 
   Luke 2 v 22 - 40 
Preacher:  Graham Cornish 
 

11:00 Holocaust Memorial Service 
Please see service sheet for details 
Preacher:  Tim Hurren 
 

4:30  Afternoon Church Refreshments from 4.15 
Hymns:  377, 22, 483, 640 
Readings  Exodus 2 v 1 - 10 
   Luke 2 v 22 - 40 
Preacher:  Sharon Wilson 
 

6:30  Choral Evensong - Candlemas 
Setting   Stanford in G 
Hymns  94, 244, 80 (omit *verses) 
Psalm  122 
Readings  1 Samuel 1 v 19b to end 
   Hebrews 4 v 11 to end 
Anthem   When to the Temple Mary Went (Eccard) 

 

Our Duty Wardens today are: 
Sian Lockwood and 

Allan Stalker 



Please pray for those who have asked 
for our prayers: 
Derry Bentall, Diana Braithwaite, Ann 
Campbell, Brian & Jane Crabtree, Denise 
Craven, Hilary Clark, Ian & Pam Gardiner, 
Beryl Hague, Vicky Harrison, Edna 
Hodgkiss, Betty Johnson, Miriam Jones, 
Marjorie Mills, Graham Richards, Derek 
Starling, Christine Steele, Bill Tate, Aileen 
Taylor, Margaret Thackeray and Linda 
Ware. 

Daily Readings 
Morning Prayer is at 8:00 am and 
Evening Prayer at 5:00 pm daily.  
These are the Bible readings we will 
be using in Church each morning this 
week.  Why not read them at home 
if you are unable to come to the 
service? 
 

Mon  Brigid, abbess 
  Psalm 1 
  Genesis 18 v 1 - 15 
  Matthew 27 v 11 - 26 
 

Tues  Psalm 5 
  Genesis 18 v 16 to end 
  Matthew 27 v 27 - 44 
 

Wed  Psalm 119 v 1 - 32 
  Genesis 19 v 1 – 3, 12 - 
  29 
  Matthew 27 v 45 - 56 
 

Thurs Psalm 15 
  Genesis 21 v 1 - 21 
  Matthew 27 v 57 to end 
 

Fri  Psalm 19 
  Genesis 22 v 1 - 19 
  Matthew 28 v 1 - 15 
 

Sat  Accession of Queen  
  Elizabeth II in 1952 
  Psalm 23 
  Genesis 23 
  Matthew 28 v 16 to end 

The Collect for Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in 
majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day 
presented in the Temple, in substance of 
our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, by your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 

Also in our prayers this week: 

 

Mon  Our Fairtrade shop 
  Our Sri Lankan Link 

 

Tues  Gyms and sports coaches 
  Lift Repairers 

 

Wed  Cafés in town 
  Our Breakfast Club 
 

Thurs Cat’s Protection, Harrogate 
  Our Clergy 
 

Fri  Jewellery shops 
  Bishop James & Archdeacon  
  Beverley 
 

Sat  Harrogate Sea cadets 
  Our Welcoming Teams  

The flowers today 
are in celebration – 
albeit belatedly –of 
Andrew and Thelma 
Watson’s Diamond 

Wedding Anniversary in November.  
Congratulations to both of you! 



What’s on This Week 
Mon 1st  12:00 pm Community Café 
   1:30 pm Computer Group 
   2:00 pm Shanty Folk Singing Group 
   7:30 pm Yoga with Holly 
   8:00 – 9:00 pm Pray and Fast for the Climate 
 

Tues 2nd  12:30 pm Healing Service 
   7:00 pm Safer Church Meeting 
   7:30 pm Parish Events Team 
 

Wed 3rd  9:30 am Beginners Yoga with Rachel 
   11:15 am Yoga for Seniors with Rachel 
   10:30 am Café RefleXion 
   6:00 pm NA Meeting 
 

Thurs 4th  9:30 am Parent and Toddler Group 
   10:30 am Smokefreelife North Yorkshire 
   11 am Holy Communion 
   12:30 pm Lunchtime RefleXion 
   2:00 pm Handbell Ringers 
   7:30 pm Choir Practice 
   7:30 pm Evening Fellowship – Dr Keith Jones will be giving a  
   presentation entitled A History of Markenfield Hall.  We hope 
   you can come and join us, guests are most welcome 
 

Fri 5th  9:30 am AA Meeting 
   10:00 am St Peter’s Cleaning Team 
   7:00 pm Bell Ringers 
 

Sat 6th  8:45 am Weight Watchers 
   11:00 am Harrogate Healing Rooms 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm Harrogate Sea Cadets Refreshment Day 

 
 

 

 

 

  

The Breakfast Club 
provides a free, hot 
breakfast from 
Monday to Saturday 
(8:15 – 8:45 am) for all 

those who are hungry or in need. 
 
Food parcels are available from 4:45 pm every 
day, except for Sundays, when it’s 5:30 pm. 

Next Sunday 7th February 

Sunday next before Lent 

Visit of Bishop James 

8:30  Holy Communion 

9:30  Choral Communion 

11:00 Choral Matins 

4:30  Afternoon Church 

6:30  Choral Evensong 



Animal Friendly Church Award 

St Peter’s has won an award!  Last year, we applied to be recognised as an Animal 
Friendly Church.  Now we have learned that the Anglican Society for the Welfare of 
Animals liked our application so much that they have chosen us as winners of their 
‘Animal Friendly Church Award’ for 2015. 
A huge ‘Thank You!’ to ASWA, for their encouragement to us in our ministry at St 
Peter’s, and for the hamper (pictured above).  And a giant ‘Well Done!’ to everyone at 
Church who is helping – in all sorts of ways – to take good care of God’s creatures. 

  

 
Harrogate Pray for the Climate 

8:00 – 9:00 pm on the first day of each 
month at St Peter’s Church 

Wƻƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
earth and all of us who depend on it.  
Starting Monday 1st Feb 2016 or see:- 
www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk 

Growing Dememtia Friendly 

Churches  

Finding God in the land of forgetfulness 
workshop with Rev Gaynor Hammond on the 

spiritual and pastoral care of people with 
dementia 

19th March 2016 from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
South Parade Baptist Church, Kirkstall lane, 

Leeds 
£15 pp – Early Bird Offer: pay only £10 if 

you book by 1st February 2016 
Contact 01423 881881 or 

office@wellspringtherapy.co.uk to book! 



Next Week’s Deadline 
The deadline for the next edition of the 
Weekly News (7th February) will be 
noon on Wednesday 3rd February.  
Please send any items (including 
photos) to Tim Hurren at: 
tim.hurren@ntlworld.com 
or to Marian Chambers at: 
marian.chambers@btinternet.com 

Key Contacts 
 
Interim Minister: The Revd Tim 
Hurren, 
tel: 541696 
tim.hurren@ntlworld.com 
(available Wednesday through to 
Sunday) 
 
Curate: The Revd Richard Nolan, 
(lawyer in full time employment) 
rpa.nolan@btinternet.com 
 
Assistant Priest: The Revd Sue Pearce, 
tel: 565954 
sue.pearce56@btopenworld.com 
 
Parish Administrator: Carole Raw, 
tel: 07425 161425 or 568218 
stpeters.office@ntlbusiness.com 
 
Churchwardens: 
Sian Lockwood tel: 07889616755 
Oliver Longstaff tel: 07974241835 
 
Churchwardens Emeriti 
John & Patricia Stableford tel 526767 
 
Weekly News Sheet 
Marian Chambers 
marian.chambers@btinternet.com 

 
donkey Wanted 

If anyone has a contact for someone 
who could provide a donkey for 
Palm Sunday, please contact Moo 
Alcock on 01423 565665! 

 
 

Refreshments are 
served after each 
of our Sunday 
morning services 
from the kitchen 
area at the front 
of Church.  Please come and join us. 

Mixed Feelings on a Winter’s Morning 
I'd love an extra hour in 'Duvet land' 
the sky is bleak and threatening more 
snow; 
I turn reluctantly and guide my hand 
to my alarm clock: yes, it's time to go. 
I'm greeted by an 'icing-sugar' yard, 
and everything is clothed in winter's 
white, 
to keep from falling is extremely hard, 
I grip the spaniel's lead and hold on 
tight. 
The holly bush is sparkling with frost, 
displaying berries of a crimson red, 
all feeling in my hands and feet is lost; 
a fleeting thought of hot tea, toast, 
warm bed. 
The trees have formed an arch of 
filigree, 
I'll wait a little longer for my tea. 

Barbara Stone 


